
Citizens in your District are being denied due process. 

We have a horrible problem down here in Washington County with Illegal Boards that we hope you can help us 

fix. 

The Washington County Planning and Zoning Board 

The Washington County Zoning Board has 2 citizen members that do NOT own property or reside within the 

jurisdictional limits of the Board that they serve on as required by IC 36-7-4-216 State Law.  This denies all 

legitimate citizens a voice in the zoning laws being written. 

Indiana Planning and Zoning Law states in Chapter 1, section 1.2 County Advisory Plan Commissions Serve the 

Unincorporated Territory within the County, excluding any extra Territorial Jurisdiction claimed by 

Municipalities. 

The Jurisdiction that 2 of the Board Members live in has been claimed by the City of Salem and relinquished by 

Washington County in 2010. 

Simplified example – I have the right to run for County Commissioner, District 3 but not District 1 because of 

my geographical residence. 

Also, IC 36-1-8-10 on Party Affiliation of Board Members.  There are currently 1 Democrat and 4 Republican 

Citizen Members on this board.  IC 36-7-4-208 specifies that there can be no more than 3 Citizen Members of 

the same Political Party.  

Multiple presentations have been made before both the County Commissioners and the County Zoning Board 

itself making them fully aware of their State Law violations.  Nothing has been done to correct this illegal 

board. 

City of Salem Plan (Zoning) Commission 

In addition, the City of Salem Zoning Board has 2 Board members appointed by the County Commissioners 

who are supposed to reside within the 2 Mile Fringe of the City of Salem.  Both appointees are Republican 

which is contrary to IC 36-7-4-214 stating that they cannot be of the same party.  Also, one of these appointees 

does not own property nor reside within the 2 Mile Fringe jurisdiction requirement as per IC 36-7-4-216. 

There are also too many Republican Citizen members according to IC 36-7-4-207.  They should have no more 

than 2 of the 4 Citizen members of the same political party and they currently have 3 Republicans.  

Salem Mayor Candidate Tommy Brown III presented before the Salem City Council what was wrong with this 

board and how to fix it.  But no action was taken to correct this illegal board. 

Legal Boards for Legal Hearings 

These illegal boards deny legitimate citizens from having a voice on these Boards and opens Washington 

County and the City of Salem up for legitimate litigation. 

We are asking for your support as an elected official to uphold State Law and give eligible citizens their lawful 

rights back in accordance with Indiana State Law. 

 

Waiting for your response, 



Max Greene and Tommy Brown, III 

 


